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panaceas, which ranged from Milton's proposal to establish
academies up and down the country, each to accommodate 150
students from 12 to 21 years old who should be given ca com-
pleat and generous education', to plans for preventing idle
children from becoming beggars or thieves, by placing a school-
master in every parish.1 Moreover the middle-class triumph
during the puritan revolution seemed to offer the brightest
prospects for educational extension and reform. In 1641 both
Manchester and York petitioned parliament to establish a
university in the northern parts;2 and a college was actually
established at Durham during the last years of the protectorate
but did not survive the Restoration.3 In addition, during
1641-2 John Amos Comenius, whom many regarded as the
leading educationalist in protestant Europe, was invited to
England by an influential group, including Pym and Selden,
to set up a great college for scientific work, which was also to
take part in the reform of existing institutions.4 There seemed
some likelihood that the state might assume part of the responsi-
bility and expense of the education of its citizens, and the Grand
Remonstrance (clause 187) announced the intention to reform
and purge the foundations of learning, the universities, in order
that the streams flowing thence might be clean and pure. The
house of commons resolved that the lands of deans and chapters,
which they proposed to confiscate, should be employed to the
advantage of learning and piety*5
Actually, nothing came of the scheme with which Gomenius
was associated, and only very occasional grants were ever made
for educational purposes out of the sequestrated revenues of
ecclesiastics, as, for example, at Chester, where £36 per annum
was granted to the headmaster of the free school and £9 to
his usher.6 The engrossment of the parliament in the civil wars
and, when they were over, the costliness of the army, prevented
the state from interfering in the existing educational system
except by ejecting royalist fellows of colleges or schoolmasters.
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